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Fundamental Knowledge of Abhidhamma

(Chapter-VI) Lesson — 47 —

The Supramundane Peace: Nibbana
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~ Nibbana

Nibbana — the fourth ultimate reality
(Lokuttara)- 1s supramundane

Catumaggannanena Sacchikatabbam -
It 1s to be realized by the knowledge of four paths

Magga-phalanam alambana —
The object of the (Supramundane) paths and fruits

Ni = getting out (from) Vana = the entanglement or stitching together.
Vana is another usage of craving (tanha)
It 1s called Nibbana

—because it 1s a departure from craving, which 1s an entanglement:
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< The Characteristics, etc.,

Nibbana —1s reckoned as a mental phenomenon
(not from the subjective, but the objective point of view)

Santi-lakkhanan — the characteristic of absolute peace

Accuti (or) Amata-rasar — the function is not to die (deathlessness)
(or) it’s function is to comfort

Animitta-paccuttanar — it is manifested as the signless
(or) non-diversification

Proximate cause (padattanan) — cannot be obtained.
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The Processes of attainments of Path (Magga)
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Upacara-samadhi-javana — Neighborhood Concentration Javanas
Pr. = preparation; Ac. = access; Cn. = conformity; Ch. = change-of-lineage;

The Processes in the attainments of Fruition (Pba]a-samépatti—vitbz)
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All the moments of Neighborhood Concentration Javanas

- - are named as ‘Conformity’ in the Phala-smapatti-vithi.
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Some expressions about Nibbana

Great seers who are free from craving declare that Nibbana is -

Padam — the objective state of paths and fruits (knowledge)
which 1s —

Accutam — deathless

Accantam — absolutely endless (beyond death)

Asankhatam — unconditioned (not conditioned by any conditions)
Supramundane Cittas (although they are not the object of craving)

— are not called Nibbana as they are conditioned.
Anuttaram — unsurpassed
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Nibbana in the classification of Aggregate, etc.,
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1)-Bhedabhavena nibbanarir khandhasangahanissatam —
As Nibbana lacks differentiation (such as past, present, future),

it 1s excluded from the category of aggregates.

2)- Nibbana is regarded as the mental-object base (Dhammayatana) and
as the mental-object element (Dhammdhatu)

3)- Nibbana is regarded as the third noble truth
(the noble truth of the cessation of suffering)
(which is to be realized by the eradication of craving)
The noble eightfold path is way leading to Nibbana —

Nibbana — 1s onefold according to it’s intrinsic nature
2 But, Nibbana — 1s twofold by reference to a basis (for distinction) -
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Twofold Classification of Nibbana
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1) Saupadisesa-nibbanadhatu — the element of Nibbana with the residue remaining

2) Anupadisesa-nibbanadhatu— the element of Nibbana without the residue remaining

Saupadisesa- 1s experienced by Arahants — with the residue remaining
(because) though the defilements have all been extinguished,

the “residue” of aggregates acquired by past clinging remains

through the duration of the Arahant’s life.
{Commentary} — It is also called the extinguishment of the defilements (Kilesaparinibbana)

Anupadisesa- 1s attained with the Arahant’s demise (After Parinibbana)
— without the residue remaining

(because) the five aggregates are discarded and are never acquired again.
{Commentary} — It is also called the extinguishment of the aggregates (Khandhaparinibbana)




(See- p.259-260)

- Threefold Classification of Nibbana [~

Nibbana 1s threefold according to its different aspects:

1) Suniata-nibbana — the void
(because it 1s devoid of greed, hatred, and delusion,
and 1t 1s devoid of all that is conditioned )
2) Animitta-nibbana — the signless (conditionless)
(because it 1s free from the sign of greed, hatred, and delusion,
and 1t 1s free form the sign of all conditioned things)
3) Appanihita-nibbana — the desireless

(because it 1s free from the hankering of greed, etc.,)
(not desired by craving = not the object of craving) 8
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Conclusion of Four Ultimate Realities

Thus as fourfold the Tathagatas reveal the ultimate realities —
conscilousness, mental factors, matter, and Nibbana.

1) Consciousness,™

2) Mental factors, >~ Sankhata — Conditioned realities (3)

3) Matter, _

4) Nibbana. === Asarkhata —The Unconditioned reality (1)




